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In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 1-8 without prejudice or disclaimer and enter the following new 



[(New) A biodegradable h ydrogel^^ (HjetworR ot polymer cB^ins, wherein 

s^^id network contains polymCT^a^fhS^^^hich are interconnected to one another through 
spacers formed by cjosglmked imits, wherein the spacers contain, between said polymer 
backbone mjUlie crosslinked unit, one bond which isjixdrolysable under physiological 
conditj^fis. 

1^0. (New) The hydrogel of claim 9, wherein said one bond which is hydrolysable under 
physiological conditions is a carbonatee ster bond. _ 

\yL (New) The hydrogel of claim 10, wherein said carbonate ester bond is derived from 
carbonyl dKimidazole. 

12. (New) The hydrogel of claim 9, wherein said polymer backbones are derived from a 
water-soluble polymer. 

iX^ew) The hydrogel of clai m lO^ herein said polymer backbones are derived from a 
water-soluble polymer. 

\ ■ n\ 

l^^^^ew) The hydrogel of claiinU^Mierein said polymer backbones are derived from a 
water-soluble polymer. 

15. (New) The hydrogel of claim 12, wherein said water-soluble polymer is dextran or a 
derivatised dextran. 

^l^^^(New) The hydrogel of claiin"l3, ^erein said water-soluble polymer is dextran or a 
derivatised dextran. 
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^^^S^^^ew) The hydrogel of claim 14^herein said water-soluble polymer is dextran or a 
derivatis^d dextran. \ / 

18. (New) The hydroga iw^laim 9, wherein the crosslinked units are based on units 
selected from the group consisttiag^f acrylate, methacrylate, and hydroxymethacrylate units. 

19. (New) The hydrogel of claim 9, further comprising a drug. 




ble pblymef/capable\of forming a hydrogel, comprising a 



20. (New) The hydrogel of claim 19, wherein the drug is a proteinaceous material. 

^21^ (New) A crosslinl^ [1 
lydrophilic polymeric backboi le^d at least onespacer, the spacer comprising one bond which 
s hydrolysable under physiolc gical conditions a nd at least one crosslinkable group. 

22. (New) The crosslinkable polymer of claim 21, wherein said one hydrolysable bond is 
a carbonate^ester bond, 

\23. (New) The crosslinkable polymer of claim 22, wherein said carbonate ester bond is 
derived fir^m carbonyl-di-imidazole. 

24. (New) The crosslinkable polymer of claim 20, wherein said polymeric backbone is 
derived from dextran or derivatised dextran. 

25. (New) TheicJ^linkable polymer of claim 20, wherein the crosslinkable group is 
selected from the gjco^^nsisting of methacrylate, acrylate, and hydroxyethyl methacrylate. . 

26. (New) A crosslinked polymer ^^able)of forming a hydrogel, obtained by 
crossHnking the crosslinkable polymer of claim 21. 




^ew) A crosslinked polymer capable of forming a hydrogel, obtained by 
crosslinking the crosslinkable polymer of claim22?^ 
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\^(New) A crosslinked polymer capable of forming a hydrogel, obtained by 
crosslinking the crosslinkable polymer of claiii^3^ 

29. (New) A crosslinked polymer capable of forming a hydrogel, obtained by 
crosslinking the crosslinkable polymer of claim 24, ^ 



30. (New) A crosslinked polymer capable of forming ahydrogel, obtained by 
crosslinking the crosslinkable polymer of claim^5^ ^ j^^^"^ 

3 1 . (New) A method for preparing a hydrogel, which method comprises crosslinking the 
crosslinkable polymers as defined in claim 26 in an aqueous medium. 



^^^'l5^(New) A method for preparing a hydrogel, which method comprises crosslinking at 
least two crosslinkable polymers as defined in clair|^2T^ 

X3. (New) A method for preparing a hydrogel, which method comprises crosslinking at 
\ ^ 
least two crosslinkable polymers as defined in clair 




34. (New) A method for preparing a hydrogel, which method comprises crosshnking at 
t two crosslinkable polymers as defined in claim 29y 

(New) A method for preparing a hydrogel, which method comprises crosshnking at 
least two crosslinkable polymers as defined in claim 30. - 

36. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein a drug is present during the crosslinking 

step. 

37. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the drug is a proteinaceous material. 
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